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116 Correspondence. [Oct. 

according to it3 nature. Its object, execution, is awful in its nature, and 
that which God declares to be his strange work. But it will be said, if all 
the solemnity of the tomb, and awfulness of the judgment be thrown about 
military preparations, men cannot be induced to engage in them. True 
enough ! and this reveals the intrinsically vicious nature of the thing itself. 
That which can only be sustained by false motives, must be wrong. Strip 
the military system of its gaudy trappings, of its borrowed dress, and other 
appendages of gaiety and mirth ; take from it the pernicious excitement of 
romance and adventure ; take from it the false glory and honor it has 
secured from an admiring world ; in short, strip from it whatever is adven- 
titious, and what intrinsic attractions does it possess in its own nature, by 
which votaries to it can be secured ? 
This is in brief the substance of a part of what Prof. Morgan gave us. 
Your friend and fellow-laborer in the Lord, 

W. H. HoiSINGTON. 



Extract of a Letter from Illinois. 

To the Secretary of the American Peace Society : 

I have been, for a number of years, an advocate of the peace principle, 
but had not an opportunity of becoming a member of a society till last win- 
ter, when I removed to the Mission Institute, near Quincy, and united with 
the Mission Institute Peace Society, now called the Illinois Peace Society. 
Since that time, I have been elected one of its officers, and appointed as 
agent to travel and lecture on the subject of peace. 

I have just returned from a tour of five weeks, in which I delivered 
more than thirty peace lectures, and, I hope, labored with some success. I 
have reason to believe that, at almost every place where I lectured, I pro- 
duced more or less interest. But the field I travelled over, and the time I 
occupied, were too limited to produce the good 1 might have done, could I 
have spent more time in the field. The subject was in general new and 
novel to the people ; a large majority having never heard of a peace society. 

If this nation is to be saved from impending ruin, a great effort must be 
made by 'the friends of peace ; for I believe that if this nation ever engages 
in another war with any of the foreign powers, it will be morally ruined. 

My course of presenting the subject of peace is as follows : — I prove that 
the principles of the gospel prohibit Christians from fighting without violat- 
ing them. Then I argue that whatever is in violation of the principles of 
the gospel, is a sin for a nation to engage in. Then if the above be true, it 
is the duty incumbent on every Christian to take his stand in opposition to 
war. Then the peace principle, being the principle of the gospel of Christ, 
is the only principle that can secure and perpetuate the cause of Christ in 
this world, the only principle that will secure and perpetuate the peace and 
prosperity of any community or nation. When a nation engages in war, it 
risks its all, but when it adopts the peace principle, it secures its all. 

While out on my tour, several friends of the peace cause suggested the 
importance of applying to the American Peace Society for an appointment 
as travelling agent, to lecture in behalf of the parent society. This sugges- 
tion seems to me of much importance, as when without the bounds of Illi- 
nois, I could produce a greater influence. I shall be most of the time, for 
some months to come, out of this State, as I contemplate starting on a long 
tour to the South, about the middle of August. I shall spend some time in 
Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, and in the Carolinas. Having labored in 
these States as a missionary, 1 have no doubt that an effectual door would 
be opened for the peace cause in all of them. 

Your fellow-laborer in the cause of Peace, 

William C. Rankin. 



